








Joseph Kosuth
The Seventh Investigation (Art as Idea as Idea)
Proposition One 1970

Form of presentation: One paragraph of text, amb iguous in
meaning, will be placed in four contexts : billboard in
Chinatown, New York City (in English and Chinese) ;
advertisement in The Daily World; a banner in Turin (in
Italian); temporarily in The Museum of Modern Art's
Information Exhibition.

Museum presentation installation: One area wi l l be
filled in the fo llowing manner-On the walls will be photo­
graph ic blow-ups of each section of the proposition's form
of presentation, and on a tab le will be placed an assortment
of information reievent to the work.

While certainly some of the elements I use in my
investigations are of more importance than others, it is not
possible to construct a mental image or ' icon' from the
elements used-as you could in my work of a couple years
ago. The elements I use in my propositions consist of infor-
mation. The groups of information types exist often as 'sets'
with these sets coupling out in such a manner that an iconic
grasp is very difficult , if not impossible. Yet the structure of
this set coupl ing is not the 'art' . The art consists of my action
of placing this activity (invest igat ion) in an art co ntext
(i.e. art as idea as idea) .

The specific qua lity of the items used in a form of
presentation and in a museum presentation installation are
of a temporal nature directly related to taste . In other words
it is necessary for me to choose a particular way at this time
wh ich is neither ' important' in its own right, nor deliberately

! I 'unimportant' in an arty manner. This problem exists because
of the stil l prevalent bel ief that there is a conceptual
connection between art and esthetics-thus it becomes
assumed that there is artistic relevance to my choices based
on taste. Fifty years from now if my idea of art is extant it
will be so only through the activities of living artists, and the
taste I showed in my choices of the installat ion for this show
will be dated and irrelevant.

Chinese translation and graph ics by H. Kwan Lau.

I
'/

68





Artists

Acconci, Vito, Born 1940, Bronx, N.Y. Lives in N.Y.C. Educati on: Holy
Cro ss, A.B .; University of Iowa, M.F.A. Currentl y teach ing at the School
of Visual Arts, N.Y. One man exhibiti on at Gain Ground Gallery, N.Y.,
1970. Group Exhibitions: Dwan Gall ery , N.Y., " Language III " , 1969;
Seattle Art Museum, "557087", 1969; Vancouver Art Gallery, " 955000",
1970; Oberlin College, " Art of the Mind", 1970. Street Works, N.Y.C.,
1969. Performances at New York University, Wesleyan Univers ity ,
Rhode Island School of Design, Paula Cooper Gallery, N.Y., Hunter
College, Wadsworth Atheneum.

Antin, David, Born 1932, New York. Lives in Solana Beach, Calif.
Educat ion: science and language studies; graduate work in li nguistics.
Occupation : poet, or artist working in lang uage, art cr itic, Director of the
Gallery for the University of California at San Diego, where he is a
member of the Visua l Arts Department. Currently working on a film
exploring the relations between inte rmittently overlappi ng sou nd track
and image seq uences, a set of scena rios for dancers and actors, a
volume of " poems" called Meditations (to be publ ished by Black
Sparrow Press in September 1970), and a book on Art and Technology
for Viking Press.

Bald essari, John, Born 1931, National City, Cali f. Lives in National City,
Calif. Educat ion: San Diego State College, B.A. 1953, M.A. 1957.
Assistant Professor, University of Cal ifo rnia , San Diego, 1969-70;
Professor, California Institute of the Arts , L.A., 1970. One man
exhibitions : La Jolla Museum of Art, Calif., 1960, 1966; Southwestern
College, Chula Vista , Cal if ., 1962,1964; Molly Barnes Gallery, L.A., 1968;
Eugenia Butler Gallery, L.A., 1970; Richa rd Feigen Gallery, N.Y., 1970.

Barry, Robert, Born 1936, New York City . Lives in N.Y.C. Educat ion:
Hunter College, B.F.A., M.A. Currently teachi ng at Hunter College.
Selected recent exhibitions: Seattle Art Museum, " 557087", 1969;
Vancouver Art Gallery, " 955000" , 1970; The New York Cultural Center,
" Conceptual Art and Conceptual Aspe cts " , 1970; " 20 Paris IV", 1970;
Gallery Closing : "Art and Project " , Amste rdam, Dec . 17-31, 1969;
Sperone Gallery, Turin, Italy, Dec. 31-Jan. 8,1969-70; Eugenia Butler
Gallery, L.A., March 10-21,1970. Untitled piece published by Gia n
Enzo Sperone, Turin, 1970.

Bradner, Scott, Born 1944, Sharon, Penna. Lives in Boston. Educat ion:
Boston University, 1960-64, 1966. Researched in cancer and air
pollution, 1965, Children 's Cancer Research Foundation. Experienced in
all phase s of programm ing, electro mechanical hardware des ign, and
personnel management. Currently manager of Computer Based Lab ,
Psychology Department , Harvard University.

Burgy, Donald, Born 1937, New York City. Lives in Bradford, Mass.
Educat ion: Massachusetts College of Art , 1955-59; Rutgers University ,
1961-63. Currentl y teaching at Bradford Junior College. Selected group
exhibitions, 1969: Paula Cooper Gallery, N.Y.,"Number 7"; Dwan Galle ry,
N.Y., " Language III " ; Stiidtisches Museum, Leverkusen, Ger many,
"Concept Ar t" ; Seattle Art Museum Pavillion, " 557087" ; Vancouver Art
Gallery, " 995000" ; Kunsthalle, Bern; "Art After Plans "; New York
Cultural Center, N.Y., " Conceptual Ar t and Conceptual Aspects".

Conly, Paul F., Born 1944, Sacramento, Calif. Lives in Colorado, Boston ,
and N.Y.C. Education: University of Colorado, 1962-66; Signal Radio-T.V.
Career School, Denver , 1965. Composer-performer-produce r. Made
record albums with Lothar and the Hand People, performing inter­
nati onally in concerts and on U.S. and European television, composer of
television and radio commercials and music for Sam Shepard's
"The Unseen Hand," off -Broadway .

Denes, Agnes, Born Budapest , Hungary. Lives in N.Y.C. Educat ion:
City College, New School fo r Social Research , Columbia University.
Awards: Alfred P. Cohen Art Scholarship 1961-62, John J. Myers Art
Scholarship 1959-63, The M.L. Robi nson Scholarship from Columbia
1964-66. Selected exhibiti ons: " Exposit ion Interconti nentale de
Monaco", New York, Athens, Deauvi lle, Monaco, 1967-68; International
Art Show, United Nations, 1967; Ruth White Gallery, N.Y., 1969, 1970;
National Aca demy Gall er ies, 1970; Dwan Gallery, N.Y., 1970.

Enzmann, Robert Duncan, Born in Peking, China. Lives in Lex ington,
Mass. Education: Harvard Univers ity, B.A.; Royal University of Uppsala,
Sweden, Ph.D. Affi l iated with Northeastern University, Boston, and
Raytheon Corp.
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Fernbach-Flarsheim, Carl, Born 1921, Germany. Lives in N.Y.C.
Education: Illinois Institute ofTechnology, B.S. and M.S. in Art Education
1961. Artist and lecturer in Intermedia, Concept Art , computer­
generated works. Selected group exhi bitions: Kunsthalle, Bern,
" Art Aft er Plans ", 1969; Dwan Gallery, N.Y., " Language III " , 1969;
Brooklyn Museum, N.Y., " Some More Beginnings " , 1968; Kornblee
Gallery, N.Y., Concrete Poet ry Exhibition, Winter 1966/67. Selected
publications: Conceptual Cloud: Game, Book 1, Cypher Press, Phila.,
1967; Con ceptual Cloud: Game, THE BOOLEAN PACKAG E, University
Press, N.Y., 1969.

Glo rno Poet ry System s, (n. John Giorno ), Born 1936, N.Y.C.
Lives in N.Y.C. Education: Columbia University, B.A., 1958. Worked as
a seaman on freigh ters , was a stockbroke r and is the man sleep ing in
Andy Warhol 's movie Sleep . Works: Dia/-A-P oem at The Arch itectural
Leagu e of New Yor k and The Museum of Contempora ry Art , Chic ago;
ESPE (Elect ronic Sensory Poetr y Environments). Books: Poems by John
Giorno, Moth er Press, 1967; Ball ing Buddha, Kulchur Press, 1970.
Anthologies: The World Anthology, Bob bs-Merrill , 1969; An Anthology
of New York Poetry, Random House, 1970. LP record Raspberry &
Pornographic Poem, Int ravenus Mind, 1967.

Goo dyear, John, Born 1930, Los Angeles. Lives in Lebanon, N.J.
Educat ion: Universit y of Michigan, Master of Design , 1954. Cur rentl y
teac hing at Dougl ass Coll ege, Rutgers Universi ty, and a Fellow of Visual
Design Center, M.I.T. One-man exhibit ions: Amel Gall ery, N.Y., 1964,
1965, 1966. Selected group exh ibi tions: Museum of Modern Art , N.Y.,
" The Responsive Eye" , 1965; Whit ney Museum of Ameri can Art ,
" 400 Years of American Art " , 1966; Walker Art Cente r, " Light, Mot ion,
Space", 1968; Mil waukee Art Center, " Options" , 1968; Nat ional Collec­
tion of Fine Arts, Washington, D.C., " Explo ration", 1970.

Haacke, Hans, Born 1936, Cologn e, Germany. Lives in N.Y.C. Education:
Staatliche Hochschule fu r bildende Kunste, Kassel, 1956-60. Ate lier 17
Paris, 1960-61. Fulbright Grant, Templ e University , 1961-62. Currentl y
teachi ng at Cooper Union, N.Y. Selected one man exhi bit ions: Galerie
Schmela, Dusseldorf 1965; Howard Wise Gallery, N.Y., 1966, 1968, 1969;
M.I.T., 1967. Group exhibit ions 1969: Cornell University, " Earth Art" ;
Kunsthall e, Bern , " When Atti tud es Become For m" ; Seattle Art Museum,
" 557087" ; Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto, " New Alch emy"; Kunsthalle,
Dusseldor f " Prospect 69". ..

Huebler, Dou gl as, Born 1924, Ann Arb or , Mich . Lives in Bradford, Mass.
Education: University of Mich iga n, B.S., M.F.A.; Academie Julien, Par is;
Cleveland School of Art. Currentl y teach ing at Bradford Junior Coll ege,
Mass . Selected group exhibit ions: Xerox, 1968, and Marc h, 1969,
published by Seth Siegelaub, N.Y., 1969; Kunsthall e, Bern , " When
Atti tudes Become Form " ; Seth Siege laub, N.Y., summer sho w;
Seattle Art Museum, " 557087"; Kunsthalle, Dusseldorf, " Prospect 69",
1970; M. Claura's " Paris IV 70" and L. Lippard 's " Situat ions" (in
Studio International, Summer) .

Kaprow, Alla n, Born 1927, Atlantic City, N.J . Lives in Pasadena, Calif.
Education: New York Universit y, B.A., 1949; Columbia Univers ity, M.A.,
1951. Currently teaching at Californ ia Institute of the Arts. Since 1958,
has executed more than 50 Happenings, sponsored by such institutions
as The Museum of Modern Art in N.Y., The Museum of Contemporary
Art in Chicago, The Walk er Art Center, The Theater of Nat ions in Paris
and the Edinburgh Fest ival. Retrospecti ve exhibiti on: The Pasadena Art
Museum, 1967. Author of Assemblage, Environments and Happenings,
Harry N. Abrams, Inc., N.Y., 1965.

Kosuth, Joseph, Born U.S.A. Lives in N.Y.C. Currently teaching at
The School of Visual Arts, N.Y. Ameri can Editor of Art & Language Press,
England. Selected Exhibit ions: Gall ery 669, L.A., 1968; Bradford Jr.
College, Mass., 1968; Douglas Gallery, Vancouver, B.C., 1969; instituto
Torcuato Di Tella, BuenosAi res, 1969; Nova Scot ia College of Art , 1969;
Coventry College of Art , England, 1969; " Art and Proj ect " , Amst erdam,
1969; Galleria Sperone, Turin, Italy, 1969, 1970; Pinacotheca, St. Kilda,
Australia, 1969; Leo Castelli Gall ery , N.Y., 1969; The Art Gallery of
Ontario, Toronto, 1969-70 ; The Pasadena Art Museum, 1970.

Levine, Les, Born 1935, Dubl in, Ireland. Lives in N.Y.C. Educ ation:
Central School of Arts & Crafts , London. Selected one-man exhib itions:
Art Gall ery of Ontario,Toronto, 1966; Fischb ach Gall ery, N.Y., 1966,1967,
1968, 1969; Museum of Mod ern Art, N.Y., 1967; Waike r Art Center, 1967;



Architectural League of New York, 1967; Gibson Gallery, N.Y., 1968;
New York City Department of Par ks, 1969; Phyll is Kind Gallery, Chicago ,
1969; University of Michigan, 1969; The Molly Barnes Gallery, L.A., 1969;
Rowan Gallery, London , 1969; " Levine' s Restaurant" , N.Y., 1969.
Publisher of Culture Hero, monthly newspaper, N.Y.

Nelson, Theodor H., Born 1937. Lives in N.Y.C. Education: Swarthmore
College, 1959; Harvard University, M.A., 1963.Taugh t soci ology at Vassar
College, 1964-66. In charge of computer resea rch at Harcourt , Bra ce &
World publish ers, 1966-67. Consult ant to Bell Laboratories, 1967-68.
Consultant to CBS Laboratories, 1968-69. Currently president of The
Nelson Organizat ion , Inc., N.Y.C., a small resea rch and deve lopment
corporation designing computer-controlled presentat ional syste ms.

Nolan, Jack, Born 1924, Lawrence, Mass. Lives in Lex ington, Mass.
Education: Boston Univers ity , B.A. in mathematics, 1952; M.I.T., M.S. in
mathematics, 1953. Research in advanced deve lopment of com pute r
information systems fo r the past fifteen years . Presently President of
Massachusetts College of Art, Boston.

R.E.S.I.S.T.O.R.S. (Radically Emphatic Stud ents Inte rested in Sc ience,
Techn ology and Other Research Studies) founded 1967. Bases in
Hopewell , N. J. A self -educa ting coeducational group of Elementary
Schoo l, Jun ior High and High School age members with thei r own
PDP-Eight computer, do nate d by the Digital Equipment Cor porat ion.
Selected projects; sponsors of the f irs t student technical session at
the 1970 Spring Joint Computer Conference. Educational program
for disadvantaged stud ents from Trenton, N. J. Trac language primer
to be publ ishe d 1970.

Razdow, All en M., Born 1946, N.Y.C. Lives in Allston, Mass. Educat ion:
Stevens Inst itute of Technology, N.J., 1964-66; Boston University;
New School fo r Social Research , and New York University , 1966-67;
Berkiee School of Mus ic , Boston, 1968. Composer-arranger , pianist ,
guitar ist. Worked with jazz and rock groups . System level prog rammer,
analog and dig ital hard ware des ign. Experienced in bioelect ron ics,
elect ro-optics, dig ital-a nalo g systems. Curre nt ly system programmer
at Harvard University Departm ent of Psychology Computer Based
Laboratory.

Schley Evander D., Born 1941, Montreal, Canada. Lives in N.Y.C.
Attended Duke University. Filmmaker, affi l iated with Great Ball s of Fire ,
lnc., N.Y.C. Previous fi lms: " The Les Levine Movie" , " Place & Process " ,
" Earth", " The Love Statue".

Sheridan, Sonia, Born 1925, Newark, Ohio. Live s in Wi lmette, III.
Education: Hunter College, A.B. ; the California College of Art s and
Crafts, M.F.A.; Columbia University ; the Taiwan She Da University.
Associate prof essor at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
Numerous museum group shows, last one man show at the Rosenberg
Gallery in Chicago in 1967. Most recent work in elec tric graphics.

Vict oria , Theodosius W., Born 1942, Riverh ead , N.Y. Lives in Montclair,
N.J. Educat ion: Suffolk County Commun ity Coll ege, A.A.S.; State
Unive rsity at New Paltz, N.Y., B.S.; Rutgers University, N.J., M.F.A.
Currently teaching at Newark State Colle ge. One man exhib it ions: Loeb
Student Center, N.Y.U., N.Y., 1967; Dougl ass College, N.J., 1968.
Selected grou p exhib iti ons: Milwaukee Art Center, " Directions 1,
Options" , 1968; Rutgers University, "The Gun" , 1968; Museum of
Contemporary Crafts, N.Y., " Sound", 1969; " Form 1" , Philadelp hia, 1969.

Weiner, Lawrence, Born 1940, Bronx, N.Y. Lives in N.Y.C. One man
exh ibi ti ons: Cratering piece, Mill Vall ey, Calif. , 1960; Seth Siege laub,
N.Y., 1964, 1965; State ments , published by Siegelaub/ Kelln er, 1968;
Konrad Fischer, Dusseldorf, 1969; Nova Scot ia Coll ege of Art, Canada ,
1969; Wide White Space, Antwerp , 1969; " Art and Pro ject " , Amste rdam ,
1969; Galleria Speron e, Turin, Ital y, 1969; Terminal Boundaries, pub­
lished by Siegelaub (N.Y.C.)/Konig (Cologne) 1969-70. Yvon Lambert,
Paris, 1970; Traces, published by Edit ions Sperone , Turin, 1970.

Woodm an, Ned, Bo rn 1950, Riverside, Calif. Lives in Cambridge, Mass.
Genera l pu rpo se programmer and experienced in hardware; sailing
enthus iast and sometime artist. Presently seni or technical assistant at
Computer Based Lab , Psycholog y Department, Harvard University.
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